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4 LEBANESE, BELIEVED MEMBERS OF TERRORIST 
HERE 


EMILIO SINCLAIR - LA ESTRELLA STAFF WRITER 


PANAMANIAN AUTHORITIES HAVE STEPPED UP SUR 


ALL ANTRYPOINTS HERE, AND ARE WON CARRING OUT AN 
NTENSIVE 

INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI FOLLOWING THE ARREST WEOWESDAY OF 
FOUR 

LEBANESE, ALLEDLY NENBERS OF A TERRORIST ConMANDD GROUP 


THE WEN, NHO COULD NOT JUSTIFY THEIR PRESENCE HERE TO 
JTHORITIES, WERE REPORTEDLY UNDER SURVEILLANCE SINCE 
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THEIR 

DEPARTURE FRON BEIRUT, LEBANON FOR PANAMA, BY WAY OF 
GENEVA 

SHITZERLAND AND ANSTERDAN, HOLLAND 


THE FOUR SUSPECTS, WHO COULD NOT SPEAK SPAN 
ABORD A KLM FLIGHT. ALL HAD AN APPRECIABLE ANOUNT OF CASH 
AND PLANE TICKETS AVALUED AT THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. in TH 
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POSSESSION. THEY TOLD AN INTERPRETER THAT THEY WERE 
NENBERS ‘‘OF A GROUP OF STUDENTS LOWANG LaTIN AHER 
AND WERE ON THEIR WAY TO MEXICO FOR THE ‘'HORLD SOCCER 
CUP 











THE EVENT 19 SCHEDULED FOR JUNE-JULY, OR FIVE NONTH 
away 
AUTHORITIES WERE ALSO ABLE TO ESTABLISH THAT THE HEN 


CARRIED 
"*SUBPTCIOUS'' TRAVELLING DOCUMENTS 


THE HEN UNDER ARREST HERE IDENTIFIED AS HUS 
GHACHAM 
18, HUSSEIN NEWME GHA 





CHAM, 20. ALI MOHANAD EL RIDA, 18 AND 


EL ABD ALI GHACHAM , 19 





AUTHORITIES ARE HOH TRYING TO DETERMINE IF 
CONTACTS 

WITH SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS IN PANAHA, ATED AT TERRORIST 
ACTIVITIES HERE 





OF PROFOUND CONCERH TO THE NATIONAL DEFENSE FOR 
SAFETY 
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OF THE PANAMA CANAL, CONSIDERED VERY VULN 


ERRORIS 
ACTIV 8. DAnAGE To 


INTERRUPTION OF TRANS 


COSTS SINCE VESSELS WOULD HAVE TO USE THE Lone 
AROUND 

CAPE HORN. THUS ALSO INCREASING THE COST oF 
PRopucts 

OY AS NUCH AS 10 TINES 


THE FIRST WARNING OF A POSSIBLE ATTEMPT ON THE GANA 


JICIOE COMMANDO GROUP WAS HADE IN JANUARY BY GEN MANUEL 
ANTONIO NORTEGA, COMMANDER OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE FORCE 


HE OBSERVED THAT ‘'THE PANANA CANAL A COVETOUS TaARGE 
OF GUERRILLA CONMANDOS'', WHO RESORT TO EXPLOSIY 
CARRY 

OUT THEIR SULCIDAL ACTIVITY 


WE WARNED THEW THAT SUCH A GROUP HAS 
DUTCH ANTILLES 
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KHALED, SALAMA (o SALAMA KHALED AWAD): Arabe palestino. En 
1980 se present6 como representante de la OLP en Panama, durante 
un acto conmemorativo del Dia de Solidaridad con el Pueblo Pales- 
tino y la OLP, celebrado el 27 de noviembre en la Universidad de 
Panam&, organizado por el CONADESOPAZ y la LIGASOPOLP. 


Es corresponsal en Panama de la revista ACCION Americano-Arabi 
en la cual aparece su nombre. Referencias: Director: Munadel 
Arabi, Direccién y Redaccién: Corrientes 2330, 9° Piso, Ofic. 
916, Buenos Aires. Diagramada, Compuesta, Paginada y Revisada 
en "Comport Art" por Marcus Moraes, Iamar Figuereido y Ezequiel 
Morais (Brasilia) 66 Pgs. El nombre de SALAMA KHALED ha apare- 
cido en otras publicaciones como la revista "PALESTINA" 


SALAMA KHALED se presenté en 1981, 1982 y 1983 en diversos actos 
como Presidente de FEARAB-Panama y funcionario activo de la Al 
Jamariya Arabe de Libia en Panamé. Suele estar acompaiiado por 
Carlos Pérez Herrera, otro dirigente de esas entidades. Es 
comercian| ona Libre de Colén, muy vinculado a Ahmed 
Waked, Presidente de la Asociacién de Usuarios. Un musulmin 
hindG, de nombre Yusuf, lo define como “el gran hombre de la 
OLP en Panamé", Yusuf es vendedor ambulant: 
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PEREZ HERRERA, CARLOS, DR.: Panameiio. Primo hermano del 
General Torrijos. Hombre ilustrado, Ex-Cura de la Igles: 
Cat6lica. Desde que era sacerdote manifiesta eu antipatia por 
jos judios. Se ha manifestado claramente como antisenit 
Asesor de la Embajada de Libia, En 1975 fundé el Instituto 
Cultural Panamefo-Arabe, emulando al Instituto Cultural Panamé- 
Israel, que existe desde 1951. 


Li 











actividades del Instituto Cultural Panamefio-Arabe suelen ser 
favor de la OLP. Pérez Herrera se rodea de elementos comunie- 
» principalmente periodistas, militantes del Partido del Pue~ 
blo y mas recientemente, sandinistes, Tieno carta blanca en 
erftica” y otros madios de comunicacién. A través de su segui- 
dor, RaGl Leis, Director del Semanario “Bayano", ha conseguido 
due este Grgano produzca constantemente comentarios antisemitas, 
que son lefdos por un amplio sector gubernamental popular. 

















Hasta 1980, Pérez Herrera se mantenfa tras bastidores, pero a 
partir de esa fecha no oculta su interés por impulear la causa 
de la OLP en Panamé, Participando ¥ organizando personalmente 








(PEREZ HERRERA, CARLOS - 2) 


Runerosos uctos pGblicos, especialmente en 1a Universidad de 
Panand. Impulsa también todos los Comitée de Solidaridad 
filo-coministas que se han creado en Panand. 


Actos en favor de 1a OLP: Los mis importantes fueron detectados 
en las siguientes fech: 27/nov/80, 29/nov/81, 14/mayo/82, 
29/nov/83, 8/abril/85. Todos han sido realizados en 12 Univer= 
sidad de Panamé, con la asistencia de SALAMA KHALED y vepresen- 
pantes de la Enbajada de Libia, Grabes, sandinistas y coministas 
locales. El dirigente de la subversién de E1 Salvador, Alfredo 
Monge, asistié en 1980; en 1983 estuvo en uno de los actos el 
Dr. Guillermo Manuel Ungo, otro dirigente de las guerrillas 
salvadoreiias, 


En todos los actos anteriores, Carlos Pérez Herrera tuvo a su 
cargo 1a promocién u organizacién, completa o parcialmente. 
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» ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
OF B'NAIB’RITH 





MEMORANDUM 


To: Nadhj1 Arjona (PANAMA) cc .Stahley Fidanque / 


From: Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal 


Date: July 3, 1985 aa 


Subject: Report on “PLO Activities in Latin America” 


We are pleased to send you a draft copy of the part of our newly revised 
edition of the ADL report “PLO Activities in Latin America” that pertains to your 
country. The initial report was published in 1980 and revised in 1982; we intend @ 
to publish the newly revised edition within a few months. 


So as to insure completeness and accuracy, we are asking you to read and 
edit this draft document. Please indicate material that should be eliminated and 
the reason[s), e.g., inaccurate, confidential, etc. In addition, we k you to 
send us further material that should be included and answer the questions found 
below. These questions have been formulated as an aid in focusing your 

response. Please provide us with factual information as well as opinions and 
interpretation that may be useful for this report. 











We make one additional request —- that you respond promptly. Writing and 
publishing this report is time-consuming, and the time lost in mailing adds to 
the delay. We cannot extend our deadlines indefinitely. Therefore we urge you 
to respond quickly so as to insure that the report benefits from your input. 


PLEASE RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER. 


PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS WITH SPECIFIC EXAMPLES, WHEREVER ® 
POSSIBLE. 


1. Do you believe that the PLO now receives less or more friendship/support 
from the government of your country than it did in 19817 


2. Do you believe that the PLO now receives less or more friendship/support 
from the government of your country than it did in 19837 


3. To what extent do you believe that changes in your government's position 
toward the PLO have been the result of direct efforts and actions by the PLO 
in your country? 


4. What other factors have effected your government's position toward the PLO, 
and by how much? 


Se Do you betfeve thet the PLO now ra 
‘Sa go 





a less or more aympathy/eunnont Sin 
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6+ Do you believe that the PLO now receives less or more sympathy/support from 
the population of your com-"sy than dt did in 19837 


7. To what extent do e es the § attitude toward 
the PLO have been che ult of direct efforts and actions by the PLO in 
your country? 


8. What other factors have altered the public's attitude toward the PLO, and by 
how much? 


9+ Has the amount of PLO propaganda {n your country increased or decreased over 
the past three years? 


10, Have other PLO activities in your country increased or decreased over the 
past three years? 


11. What do these PLO activities include? 


12, Has the media in your country become less or more “friendly” towards the PLO 
in the last three years? 


13. What spectfic objectives 1s the PLO currently pursuing in your country? 
14, Are these PLO aims likely to be achieved? 


15, What efforts, 4£ any, are being made by your country's Jewish population, 
with regard to the PLO's objectives and activities? 


What local groups or entities (if any) in your country appear to be working 
OF cooperating with the PLO? 


17+ , To what extent (if any) have officials, embassies and/or nationale of the 
Arab states seemed to be involved in PLO efforts in your country? 


18. To what extent (1f any) have offictals, embassies and/or citizens of Marxist 
countries seemed to be involved in PLO efforts in your nation? 


19, Have relations between Arabs and Jews in your country changed over the past 
three years? If so, how? 


20. To what extent (if any) has the PLO been a factor? 


21. Do you believe that the PLO's activities have led to more numerous and/or 
tious anti-Semitic incidents in your country? 


22, To what extent (if any) have the PLO's activities effected your country's 
attitude toward and relations with Israel? 


PLEASE ADD OR ENCLOSE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION, IMPRESSIONS OR PRINTED MATERIAL 
THAT MIGHT BE RELEVANT TO OUR REPORT. THANK YOU. 


MMR: b1 
enc. 





CONFIDENCIAL 


e Republic of Panama, a small group of the 
have been vorking hand-in-glove with representatives of 
Libye's chief of stage, Colonel Muamnar al-Qaddafi, with Qaddafi's Panamanian 


cohorts, and with yadical Central American groups. 1 


Ynereasingly relied on the financial support, leaders! 


nections of 


(part of the Can ie wh: 
The 1917 Panama Canal Treaty vith the 


Omar Torrijos\then commander of the Panamanian National Guard #4 emtnence gris in 
politics. Peres Herrera, a vell-read ex-priest of the Catholic Church already had 
@ long record of anti-semitism. In 197k, Libya financial aid to the 
Panamanian government. The next year, Perez Hérrera established and became prest= 
dent of the Panamantan-Arad Cultura’ ‘tute, inan effort to offset the 
Institute (founded 4n 1951). In April 


and 9 Panamanian delegation, 


cultural and other £6rms of cooperation. Perez Herrera vas 


struggle [vith the U.S.] over [possession of] the Canal.” 
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b, the tirst af 9 nastes of ants 


jsinesses and post o: pias aet ‘aftervards a 
secret document cane to light, Bearing the seat “of Panama's Foret, 


Mist firms or persons, nor has it had transactions in vhich there vere 


nero ti financial agencies.” 


the Bina 3'rit! Panam, 
14 necusing Perez i 
jountry for a handful of petro-do} Amp)! 

Panama's links with the Arabs -- both for the Jevish population 
the government's relations with U.S-“End Israel —— had become clear, 
‘though the ratifications of the Libya vere not exchanged until January 
or months after the™.S. Senate rmtif! eee tT for the handing over of 
the Panama Canal je end of the century. dari“tizst strengthened his ties 
with antieAmorLean, antiq-Iorneli, PLO-trained guerrilla forcta_in Central Amerien 
in 19306 vown he opened a bank account in Panam through vhich he ¢! pince about 


Bp Aviern soon to the Sandinistas and other revolutionary groups. 


ist 1979. In 
PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat in Havana, vhere the ‘0 ple 
for Arafes to-vieit Panama. They also arranged £0: 


emantan caplt ‘That sew ronth > 
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[ates la_photograph, expressing Panamanian solidarity > vere dropped. 


&. The Panamanian Committee for Human 


Rights, based in Washington, D.C 





vith official sanction. 
a 








mid-September 1979, the Miant Herald newspaper quoted Leade: 












Panamanian ch community, vho feared that "Panama is getting ready to recognize 


dmplication that Arafet will be 


the PLO, with the a to open an office e 


unofficial PLO office aid open in a storefront on the 


here." Indeed, in October 
ent aaa ty a proliferation of pro-PLO, 


main street, Via Argentina. This 
“Leaflets and other propaganda, and there 





antiesemitic and anti-American meetings: 


were reports of PLO ofttetals tr¥ing to bride Padio outlets and the press. By the 


that Dr. Peres Herrera vas rtp \ 


the general mens of a nev local organization called tH\"'Panamanian-Arad no 
S 


s organization, 









end of November, the Panamanian periodical Ya announcl 


League of Solidarity vith the Palestinian People and the PLO." 
vhichfaed the acronym LIPASOPPOLP, vas vorking vith the PLO in the s office and 


4 
nies véing funded primarily by the Libyan embassy in Panama, 


Panamanian Jewish community responded, in November 1979, ty nting and 






dtatributti pamphlet ty the Anti-Defamation League of B’ Tith, titled “The 


fas fomenting hatred, division gnd terrors (2) the activil sponsored by this 





okie! 


office vere not defending a cause, but rather vere attacking social harmony in 


in a violent ant @ the natfo goreriient vas toler 
ating the Wotions of the PLO and of LIPASOPPOLP, the -istter of vhose most prominent 
representatives wel s; (4) the PLO vas internationally 
recognized for looting, caus ‘and spilling blood; and (5) the represent— 


not remain passive in the face of these 
government: firstly, that it eradicate ¢ 
presence in the country, so as to preserve national unity and tranquility. 


These efforts and arguments by the Jewish population had at least 
December 5, 1979, Ricardo Arias Calderon, the 
Christian DemocPatic Party, gave 9 radio interview in wiffch he discussed the 
‘The 
fieither accorded diplomatic recognition to 


in an office in the country. Hovever, 


unoffieial baste 
message Panam, continued to support the PLO in debates yes at the United 


Ngtfons. 


vith the Palestinian Gpectal “ceremony” in an audi= 
torium of the University sponsored ty the neviy-renamad 
= 


Leawe of SoMM&rity vith Palestine end the PLO (LIGASO! 
ber 





= 





ssador to Panama; Dr. Alfredo Monge, leader of the Democratic Revolutionary 
E-LIGASOPOLP 









Front 0: Salvador; Honorio Quesada Martiner, M-A., the president, 
and of the Popular Federalist Party of Panama; Dagoberto Nupef, a representative of 


the delegation from thé’Colon Free Zone; & repress) Ive of the Nicaraguan 


embassy; @ menber of the delegation from finyan enbassy; a menber of the cele- 


gation from the National Committees Of Panamanian Workers; a student member of the 
university's communist Guaycucho-NIR, witch had helped to organize the enth- 
ering; Salama Khalegs & Palestinian vho presented himselfas the PLO's represent= 
ative in Pat G and Dr. Perez Herrera, who had by then anaes post 


of prepGent of the Panamanian Committee for Solidarity with the Salvadoran People. 








the conference vas attended by approximately T5 persons. Its principal 








origins of t 


functién "in the service o! sh commnity, and North 
thanked for his and his 


country’s support of the PLO at the Dii-“Neetings vere called for the following 
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f After the death of General Torrijos in 1981, Panamanian government tacking for 
| the PLO diminished. Panama, Guyana and Cuba hed all been short-listed as potential 
hosts for the "Fourth United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine,” to be 
sponsored in September 1981 by the U.N. Committee on the Exercise of the Inalien- 

able Rights of the Palestinian People. As the time of the seminar grev nearer, 


hovever, the Panamanian and Guyana governments indicated that it could not be held 


in their countries, allegedly because of problems vith dates. —tinterthe-influence 
of~the_new-Leader—of the Panamantmr tutional Ouard;Senerat Ruben Derto- Paredes, 
° The government of Panama vas trying to unify the country and vas stressing the con= 


tributions made by various of its minorities. The PLO's anti-semitic propaganda 
was therefore viewed as divisive, disruptive, and contrary to official policy. 

»f_aupport—at—_the-higheet—teveis—of-goveMminent , 
Ure 1981_drey very low public turnouts. 


However, developments in Lebanon since 1982 seem to have aroused some public 
sympathy in Panama, as elsevhere, for the Palestinians, as vell as boosted left~ 
wing support for the PLO and radical Arab states. Co 


eee ia Ray Saidel, a research associate at the Center for 
‘International Security in Washington, D.C., reported in February 1984 that "with 
the PLO, Libya undermines the security of the Jewish community of Panama.” The 








=T= 


pieweekly nevapaper, Quincenario Bayano, which is read ty ® broad section of the 
Panamanian electorate, publishes frequent anti-semitie editorials and "news," oving 


partly to Dr. Perez Herrera's influence with its director. = 


Tt has deen claimed that most of the activities of the Panamanian-Arab 
Cultural Institute promote the PLO. Perez Herrera, the Institute's president, now 
aleo directs the Panamanian contingent of the Federation of Arab Entities of the 
Americas (FEARAB). He is said to surround himself with communists (most of them 
Journalists), vith militant members of the Panamanian People's Party, ané vith 
Nicaraguan Sandénistas. He holds a carte-blanche to publich articles in the nevs- 
paper Critica and other Panamanian periodicals. He has helped to organize ané 
promote, and he has participated in, numerous public demonstrations of "solidarity 
with the Palestinian people." The majority of these have been held at the Univers 
sity of Panama, the most significant recent ones having occurred in May 1982, 
November 1983, and April 1985. Bach has been attended ty representatives of the 
Libyan embasay and by other Arabs, ty Sendinistas, locel communists and other 
Panamanians. One of these events, in 1983, featured the political leader of the 
Salvadoran revolutionary movement, Dr. Guillermo Manuel Ungo. Perez Herrera ts 
also known for promoting all of the pro-communist "committees of solidarity" that 


have been created in Panama. 


he Palestinian Salama Khaled (ocesslonally referred to as Salama Khaled Avat) 
4s another regular participant in pro-PLO demonstrations. Besides unofficially 
representing the PLO in Panama, he acted as the president of FEARAR-Panam and as 
functionary of the "Arab Al-Jamariya of Libya” in 1982, 1982 and 1983. He also 
represented FEARAB-Panama at the annual international FEARAB Conventions. Khaled 


ta the Panama correspondent of the magazine Ac 





n_Amaricanonirabe, 
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Buenos Aires. He contributes to other periodicals as well, including the mgasine 
Palestina, published and distributed in Brant] and Spanish America. Khaled is a 
prominent member of the Islamic Cultural Society of Panama. Finally, he is. a 
merchant in the Free Zone of Colon, Panama, vhere the operations of Islamic and PLO 


activists have centered for the past tvo and a half years. 


While often seen in the company of Perez Herrera, Salama Khaled is also 


wos 
closely linked to Ahmed Waked, © Lebanese Moslem vho i president of the Asso- MA 


elation of Concessionaixes of the Colon Free Zone. Waked owns and munages a = | 
business in Colon called Vida Panama Internacional. He is president of the Islamic 
Cultural Society of Panama, an organization which is responsible for the diffusion 
of mich pro-PLO and anti~semitic propagands. Waked's nephev, Abdel Nasser Waked, 
owner of the shop Cosmos 2000 in the Free Zone, is a promoter of Hitler's Mein 
Kampf, He presents complimentary copies of the book to individuals who call at his 


office. 


In September 1984 the,President of Panama, Dr. Jorge Tilueca S., signed an 
agreement renting public land in Colon to the Islamic Cultural Society, for the 
construction and operation of a mosque, school, sports complex and cultural center, 
most of which have nov been built. Mohamed Omar Fakih, a merchant of Colombian 
nationality vho lives and works in Colon, is named in the contract as the Islamic 
Cultural Society's legal representative and he plays a managerial role in it. His 
private businesses are called Importadora Universal and Leal International, and 
‘Salama Khaled is an executive of the latter firm. However, {t is known that Ahmed 
Waked is effectively in charge of the funds and projects of the Islamte Cultural | 
Society, and it 4s even alleged that he is the principal owner of Fakth's trading 
companies. F 
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A recent meeting to show "solidarity with the Palestinian people” was held in 
the assembly hall of the University of Panam, on April 8, 1985 at 8:00 p.m. The 
event had been announced in the nevspaper La Prensa and approximately 100 persons 
attended. They included representatives of organizations that apparently helped to 
sponsor the event, students, several Arabs who spoke Spanish vith a Colombian 
accent, diplomats and employees of the Libyan and Nicaraguan embassies, and menbers 
of the Panamanian Socialist Workers’ Party. Dr. Perez Herrera and Carlos Wong 
presided over the meeting. Sharing the speakers’ table with them were the Pales- 
tintan poet and political activist Tbrayan Abdallah, Salam Khaled, and a repre= 
sentative of the Nicaraguan enbassy. Perez Herrera, the Committee for Solidarity 
with the Palestinian People, and the Experimental Film Group of the University vere 
identified as the organizers of the meeting. A small pamphlet containing 
Avdallah's political message and some of his poems had been printed for the 
ocension by the Panamanian publishing company Editorial Formato 16; those who 


attended the meeting vere given free copies. 


Vong introduced Abdallah, who vas in Panama as ‘part of a tour of various Latin 
American countries. Hovever, the main feature of the meeting vas a long apeech by 
Peres, Herrera, who emphasized “how great Qaddafi 4s in his role as guide of the 
people," and "vhat Libya signifies for the liberation of our countries.” Me also 
spoke about “the pover of the meses" and about "the Teraeli impertaliem vhich the 
North Americans support." The remarks of Salama Khaled were less protracted but 
more insidious. He contended that "whereas the Jews condemn the Holocaust in 
Europe," the "Zionism which motivated them to establish the state of Israel also 


led, in the process, to the mssacre of many Jews,” making them virtual "coltabor= 


ators with the Nazis.” Wong in tum insisted that "the mority of Jews do not 








support the state of Israel, ‘nothing but a bastion of Morth American 
imperialiam in the Middle East; an entity fashioned from outside to oppress the 

Arab countries." All of the speakers vigorously claimed that they vere "not anti~ 
semitic, but anti-Zionist.” They condemned the Camp David accords, the attempts to 


Anterest Jordan in = peace agreement vith Israel, end all comparable acts. 


e Those in attendance seemed to share the ideas that vere being expressed. ‘Two 


philosopty students tried to ask questions and condem the PLO's connection with 
terrorist acts, but the two were rebuffed and accused of wanting to sabotage the 
meeting. Copies of the mgarine Palestina vere then handed out. So vere two 
issues of Barricada, the government newspaper of Nicaragua. An observer noted that. 


the event vas very similar to ones that hed taken place in previous years, 
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CONVOCATORIA 


La ASOCIACION DE USUARIOS DE LA ZONA LIBRE DE COLON 

(AU) convoce por este medio a todos los miembros @ une 

Asamblea General Ordinaria, e! Jueves 18 de julio de 1985, a las 

12:00 meridiano, en el Hote! Washington Hyatt, con motivo de la 

TOMA DE POSESION do su Prosidente Electo, Sr. Alfredo L. 

Maduro y de su Junta Directiva para e! porlodo 1985-1986, So 

considerarén los siguientes puntos: Z . 

1, Informe dol Secrotario, Sr. Nessim Bassan M,———— @ Lao) 

2. Intorme del Tesorero, Lic. Manuel S, Lezcano 

3, Palabras dol Prosidente Saliente, Sr, Anmnod Walked 

4, Palabras del Prosidente Elocto, Sr. Alfredo L, Maduro. —— 

5. Palabras del Providente do la Repubiice, Dr. Nicolée Ardito 
jarlette, 


ARMED WAKED NESSIM BASSAN M, 
Presidente ate Secretario 
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de la b’nai b’rith de panama 


ae [CONFIDENCTAD) DEN 


MEMORANDUM 
To: Rabbi Morton Rosenthal 
From: © Stanley Fidanque B., President 
Date: August 7, 1985 


Subject: Report on "PLO Activities in Latin America” 
Your draft on Panama. 


In reply to your memo of July 3, 1985, we have some 
general observations to make. First, the Colon Free Zone @ 
is not a “part of the Canal Zone transferred to Panama". 
It is a national institution created in 1954. 


Even though the report is almost exact, we think that 
it is unnecessary to give that kind of publicity to a dead 
man (Torrijos). His cousin, Dr. Carlos Perez Herrera, is 
less active since Torrijos' death, as well as other activists 
and symphatizers of 1979. Honorio Quesada Martinez was the 
General Secretary of LIGASOPOLP, which has disappeared (1979- 
1982); not Perez Herrera, as you stated in page 3, who was 
the intelectual sponsor and eminence gris of the group and 
sub-groups. 


On the other hand, we can not accuse openly the Panamanian @ 
government of having sponsored the mentioned activities. Even 
though the main governmental authorities have changed in a 
"democratic process", the Panamanian government shows itself 
as an "uninterrupted process" under Torrijos’ banner. Power 
remains in the Guardia Nacional (or Fuerzas de Defensa) hands; 
the Jewish community is a small minority. So, the publication 
of such information —even of factual information— can be 
harmful to us. 


veel 





ee : CONFIDENCIAT) 


Consequently, we ask you to.use this carefully, avoiding 
the mention of names of any person of our Committee. 





We understand that a periodical report is necessary, so 
you.can use the not-censured part, which shows the present 
situation in our country: A continuation of pro-Arab 
activities accomplished by their own representatives, with 
a few participating Panamanian friends. The activities seem 
to be focused more on cultural purposes than for promoting 
antisemitic propaganda. However, there are sporadic events, 
as the meeting of April 8, 1985, at the University of Panama, 
and we are still concerned about the spreading of antisemitic 
books end pamphlets, 

According to your request, we are replying to the questions 
on a separate sheet of paper. 


Cordially, 


Athy Fidang: 





cc: N. Arjona, Ing, Isaac Hochman 
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13. 
M4. 
1s. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22 


Less friendship. None support. 
Changes have been the result of a new government 
administration and a decreasing of PLO activities in 
our country. 

The image of PLO has decreased over the world. 


Less. The population never supported the PLO activities 
in our country, 


OK. Less support. eS 
The changes in the public attitude have been the result 

of a descent in the Israel's image, more than a consequence 

of PLO activities in Panama. 


PLO is showing the Palestinians as "the new victims of the 
Holocaust" (a "Jewish Holocaust", as they have been stating). 


Increased, 
Decreased. 
Mainly, occasional meetings or articles, 


They maintain an average friendship, almost constant. 
(It ds periodically computed in our Office). 


We can not determine it, ® 
We don't know 

Only by observation and files; without publicity. 

The same that you mentioned in your report. 

You have this information; it is stated in your report. 

Idem. 

Yes, they are more friendly because of business relationships, 

It is outside of any PLO concern. 


Fortunately, that situation does not exist in our country. 


oe 





We don't know. 





Calleutitts 29/9/0" _ opinion 
~ VOX POpulli por Luis Restrepo 


Los Nifios Quieren Reir 


La mayoria de los nifos del mundo duermen mientras que el incesante tro- 
‘nunca sabran quien es Randdah Am- ven ef nar de los cafones y las metralletas no 
in. o é * cesa ni un instante. 


de barbitdricos y para salvarle la vida Fue asi como en la inocente mente 
fue internada en un hospital. El {a nina libanesa surgié la infantil idea 
is de MORIR POR LA PAZ... Con valor 


histéricos por el terror que les 


rodea. 

imagenes que no _Aterrorizada preguntaba a los perio- 

Glide ni olvidaré nunca sonlas dejove--distas... Para qué he nacido! Una pre. 
Fess empufan con furia armas terri- gunta infantil que es una condena con. 
ficas; de ni tra los sefiores de la guerra; los que 
7 encienden las pasiones de gente que 

Mleva el asesinato a niveles impresio- 

Los Wy 


J ms Jos odios entre 
CoS EERSTT esta 


en 
nina libar 


~ muerte... mientras que en otros pai- 
ses... LOS NINOS CANTAN Y JUE- 
GAN... CANTAN Y RIEN COMO 
QUIEREN HACERLO TODOS LOS NI- 
NOS DEL MUNDO... ;y también los 
nifos libaneses...! 
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de la b’nai b'rith de panama r anjar yey 
ee: 


MEMORANDUM CONFIDENCT 


Para: Directores de la Comisi6én de RR.HH. de la 
B'nai B'rith de Panam 





De: Nadhji Arjona, Directora Ejecutiva 


Asunto: Acto de Solidaridad con el Pueblo Palestino en 
la Universidad de Panama 


Fecha: 10 de abril de 1985 e 


EL domingo pasado me informaron que en el diario "La 
Rrensa" habia aparecido el anuncio de un "Acto de Solideni- 
dad con el Pueblo Palestino", que se celebraria el lusce 
piguiente en el Paraninfo de’la Universidad de Panand, a 
1as 8:00 p.m., como en efecto ocurri6. (8 de abril) 


Solicit6 la cooperaci6n del joven S.M., quien acept6 
asistir al acto como parte del pGblico, para darnes después 
un informe. S.M. no pudo conseguir que lo acompafiaran 
otros j6venes de nuestra Comunidad, por lo que asisti6é solo. 


Segin me dijo, esto fue un impedimento, ya que de ha- 
ber estado presentes un grupo de jévenes hubicran podido 


A continuaci6n, el Teporte de S.M. sobre 1a conferen- 


cia: e@ 


Mesa principal: Presidida por el Dr, Carlos Pérez 
Herrera, Carlos jong; el declamador anunciado, Ibrayan 
Abdallah, Salama Khaled, un representante de ia Embajada 
de Nicaragua. 


Asistencia: Aproximadamente 100 personas, entre estu- 
diantes, representantes de organizaciones que aparentemente 
guyieron que ver con 1a organizaci6n del acto, y vanice 
4rabes que hablaban "con acento colombiane”. 


Qrganizadores: Se identificaron como organizadores 
Carlos rez Herrera, dirigente de la FEARAB en Panamf, el 
GECU - Grupo Experimental de Cine Universitario, el Comité 
de Solidaridad con el Pueblo Palestino. Por las consignas, 


se sinti6 la presencia de las Embajadas de Libia y Nicaragua 
y del Partido Socialista de los Trabajadores, 















El acto: Carlos Wong present6 al declamador, Ibrayan 
Abdallah, diciendo que estaba en Panam4 como parte de una 
gira por varios paises de América Latina. Una entidad pa- 
namefia denominada "Ediciones Formato Dieciséis" public6 un 
nGmero especial "de Solidaridad", fecha marzo-abril 1985, 
con algunos de los poemas de Abdallah. Los presentes reci- 
bieron ejemplares y S.M, pudo obtener uno 


Sin embargo, de acuerdo con el informante, la parte 
principal del acto consisti6 en el discurso de Carlos Pérez 
Herrera, quien subray6 "lo grande que es Khadafi" en su pa 
pel de "orientador de los pueblos", lo que representa Libia 
en la "liberacién de nuestros paises”, el poder popular, etc. 
Hab16 sobre el “imperialismo israeli", apoyado por los norte- 
americanos. 


A pesar de que éste fue el discurso més largo, S.M, ad- 
vierte sobre el veneno de las palabras de Salama Khaled, 
quien se refiri6 a una pregunta sobre el Holocausto, dicien- 
do que aunque "ellos condenaban el Holocausto de Europa", 
los judfos habfan colaborado con los nazis, ya que el Sio- 
nismo habia "ayudado a la masacre de muchos judfos, para lo- 
grar el establecimiento del Estado de Israel’, 





Wong destac6 a su vez que la mayorfa de los judios no 
apoya el Estado de Israel, que Menajem Beguin (polaco), Golda 
Meir (rusa), etc., son extranjeros fuera de Israel, ya que 
Israel "no es sino un basti6n del imperialismo norteamericano 
en el Medio Oriente, un ente organizado desde afuera para 
oprimir a los paises 4rabes". 


Todos los oradores hicieron 6nfasis en que no eran anti- 
semitas sino "antisionistas", y condenaron los acuerdos de 
paz de Camp David, el intento por atraer a Jordania, y todo 
acto parecido. 


Los presentes parecieron adherirse a las palabras que 
alli se escucharon. Dos estudiantes de Filosoffa trataron 
de hacer preguntas y condenar la vinculaci6n de la OLP con 
los actos terroristas, pero fueron rebatidos y acusados de 
querer boicotear el acto. 


Publicaciones: Repartieron la revista "Palestina", que 
lamentablemente nuestro informante no pudo obtener, pues se 
agotaron rapidamente. Dos ejemplares de "Barricada", peri6- 
dico del gobierno nicaragtlense, y el panfleto de poemas de 
Ibrayfn Abdallah. 





Observaci6n: El patr6n de este acto es muy similar a 
los que se realizaron en 1980, 1981, 1982 y 1983 
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KHALED, SALAMA (o SALAMA KHALED AWAD): Arabe palestino, En 
1980 se presenté como representante de la OLP en Panam, durante 
un acto conmemorativo del Dia de Solidaridad con el Pueblo Pales- 
tino y la OLP, celebrado el 27 de noviembre en la Universidad de 
Panama, organizado por el CONADESOPAZ y la LIGASOPOLP, 


Es corresponsal en Panama de la revista ACCION Americano-Arabe, e 
en la cual aparece su nombre. Referencias: Director: 
Arabi. Direccién y Redaccién: Corrientes 2330, 9° Piso, Ofic. | 
916, Buenos Aires. Diagramada, Compuesta, Paginada y Revisada | 
en "Comport Art" por Marcus Moraes, lamar Figuereido y Ezequiel 
Morais (Brasilia) 66 Pags. El nombre de SALAMA KHALED ha apare- 
cido en otras publicaciones como la revista "PALESTINA", 


SALAMA KHALED se present6 en 1981, 1982 y 1983 en diversos actos | 
como Presidente de FEARAB-Panamé y funcionario activo de la Al 
Jamariya Arabe de Libia en Panam. Suele estar acompafiado por 
Carlos Pérez Herrera, otro dirigente de esas entidades. Es 
comerciante en la Zona Libre de Colén, muy vinculado a Ahmed 

\ Waked, Presidente de la Asociacién de Usuarios. Un musulmén 


hindG, de nombre Yusuf, lo define como "el gran hombre de la 
OLP en Panama", Yusuf es vendedor ambulante, 








{CONE DENCIo 





ICONFIDENCTAT 
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PEREZ HERRERA CARLOS, DR.: Panameiio. Primo hermano del 
General Torrijos. Hombre ilustrado, Ex-Cura de la Iglesia 
Catélica. Desde que era sacerdote manifiesta eu antipatia por 
los judios. Se ha manifestado claramente como antisomita, 
Asesor de la Embajada de Libia. En 1975 fund el Inatituto 
Cultural Panameiio~Arabe, emulando al Instituto Cultural Panamé- 
Terael, que existe desde 1951. 


Las actividades del Instituto Cultural Panameio-Arabe suelen 

en favor de la OLP. Pérez Herrera se rodea de elementos comunii 
tas, principalmente periodistas, militantes del Partido del Pue- 
blo y mds recientemente, sandinistas. Tiene carta blanca en 
"Critica" y otros medios de comunicacién. A través de su segui- 
dor, RaGl Leis, Director del Semanario "Bayano", ha conseguido 
que este Srgano produzea constantemente comentarios antisenitae, 
que son lefdos por un amplio sector gubernamental popular. 


Hasta 1980, Pérez Herrera se mantenfa tras bastidores, pero a 
partir de esa fecha no oculta su interée por impulear la cau, 
de 1a OLP en Panam, participando ¥ organizando pereonalmente 


(PEREZ HERRERA, CARLOS = 2) 


Humerosos uctos pGblicos, especialmente cn 1a Universidad de 
Panami. Impulea también todos los Comités de Solidaridad 
filo-comunistas que se han creado en Panand. 


Actos en favor de la OLP: Los nis importantes fueron detectados 
sn las siguientes fechas: 27/nov/80, 29/nov/@1, 14/mayo/82, 
29/nov/83, 8/abri1/85. Todos han sido realizados on 1s Univer= 
sidad de Panané, con la asistencia de SALAMA KHALED y represen= 
pantes de 1a Embajada de Libia, Srabes, sandinistas y comunistas 
loca: El dirigente de la subversién de El Salvador, Alfredo 
isti6 en 1980; en 1983 estuvo en uno de los actos el 
rmo Manuel Ungo, otro dirigente da las guerrillas 
salvadorejias. 
En todos los actos anteriores, Carlos Pérez Herrera tuvo a au 
cargo la promocién u organizacién, completa o parcialment 
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MEMORANDUM 


Para: Directores de la Comisi6n de RR.HH, de la 
B'nai B'rith de Panama 





De: _- Nadhji Arjona, Directora Ejecutiva 


Asunto: Acto de Solidaridad con el Pueblo Palestino en 
la Universidad de Panama 


Fecha: 10 de abril de 1985 


El domingo pasado me informaron que en el diario "La 
Prensa" habfa aparecido el anuncio de un "Acto de Solidari- 
dad con el Pueblo Palestino", que se celebrarfa el lunes 
siguiente en el Paraninfo de’la Universidad de Panandy a 
las 8:00 p.m., como en efecto ocurri6. (8 de abril) 


Solicité 1a cooperaci6n del joven S.M., quien acept6 
asistir al acto como parte del pGblico, para darnos después 
un informe. S.M. no pudo conseguir que lo acompafiaran 
otros j6venes de nuestra Comunidad, por lo que asistig solo. 


A continuaci6n, el reporte de S.M. sobre la conferen- 
cia: 


Mesa principal: Presidida por el Dr, Carlos Pérez 
Herrera, Carlos Wong; oi declamador anunciado, Ibrayan 
Abdallah, Salama Khaled, un representante de ia Embajada 
de Nicaragua. 


Asistencia: Aproximadamente 100 personas, entre estu- 
diantes, representantes de organizaciones que aparentemente 
auyigron que ver con la organizaci6n del acto, y varice 
frabes que hablaban "con acento colombiano™. 


Qrganizadores: Se identificaron como organizadores 
Carlos Pérez Heres fertera, dirigente de 1a FEARAB en Panand, e1 
GECU - Grupo Experimental de Cine Universitario, el Comité 
de Solidaridad con el Pueblo Palestino. Por log consignas, 
ye aeintio 1a presencia de las Embajadas de Libia y Nicaragua 
y del Partido Socialista de los Trabajadores, 

















El acto: Carlos Wong present6 al declamador, Ibrayén 
Abdallah, diciendo que estaba en Panam4 como parte de una 
gira por varios paises de América Latina. Una entidad pa- 
namefia denominada "Ediciones Formato Dieciséis" public6 un 
nGmero especial "de Solidaridad", fecha marzo-abril 1985, 
con algunos de los poemas de Abdallah. Los presentes reci- 
bieron ejemplares y S.M, pudo obtener uno. 


Sin embargo, de acuerdo con el informante, la parte 
principal del acto consisti6 en el discurso de Carlos Pérez 
Herrera, quien subray6 "lo grande que es Khadafi" en su pa- 
pel de "orientador de los pueblos", lo que representa Libia 
en la "liberacién de nuestros paises", el poder popular, etc. 
Habl6 sobre el "imperialismo israeli", apoyado por los norte- 
americanos. 








A pesar de que éste fue el discurso m4s largo, S.M, ad- 
vierte sobre el veneno de las palabras de Salama Khaled, 
quien se refiri6 a una pregunta sobre el Holocausto, dicien- 
do que aunque "ellos condenaban el Holocausto de Europa", 
los judfos habfan colaborado con los nazis, ya que el Sio- 
nismo habia "ayudado a la masacre de muchos judfos, para lo- 
grar el establecimiento del Estado de Israel’, 





Wong destac6 a su vez que la mayorfa de los judfos no 
apoya el Estado de Israel, que Menajem Beguin (polaco), Golda 
Meir (rusa), etc., son extranjeros fuera de Israel, ya que 
Israel "no es sino un bastién del imperialismo norteamericano 
en el Medio Oriente, un ente organizado desde afuera para 
oprimir a los pafses drabes", 


Todos los oradores hicieron énfasis en que no eran anti- 
semitas sino “antisionistas", y condenaron los acuerdos de 
paz de Camp David, el intento por atraer a Jordania, y todo 
acto parecido. 


Los presentes parecieron adherirse a las palabras que 
all{ se escucharon. Dos estudiantes de Filosofia trataron 
de hacer preguntas y condenar la vinculaci6n de 1a OLP con 
los actos terroristas, pero fueron rebatidos y acusados de 
querer boicotear el acto. 


Publicaciones: Repartieron la revista "Palestina", que 
lamentablemente nuestro informante no pudo obtener, pues se 
agotaron rapidamente. Dos ejemplares de "Barricada", peri6- 
dico del gobierno nicaragtlense, y el panfleto de poemas de 
Ibrayén Abdallah, 


Observaci6n: El patr6n de este acto es muy similar a 
los que se realizaron en 1980, 1981, 1982 y 1983, 
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